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SUBJECT:
Clarification of ALLOW rules
AUTHOR:

Donald F. Nelson
REFERENCES:


1. CD 1.5, April 1999, with changes in the combined change proposal #1.

2. 98-0475, CD 1.4 quality review comments – 9/27/98 (Wallace)
PROPOSED REVISION:
This proposal clarifies the rules for the ALLOW clause concerning what kind or comparison is used.

JUSTIFICATION:

Reference 2, item 15 says

"Page 259, 13.17.1, ALLOW clause:  

a. Syntax rules are needed to specify which literal categories are allowed for literal-1 based on the type or category of the subject of the entry.  A simple rule may be to say literal-1 must be of a compatible type or category for comparison with the subject of the entry according to the rules for relation conditions.

b. GR 3 regarding when literal-1 is alphanumeric and the subject of the entry is numeric or numeric-edited is not clear and is not consistent with the rule under 8.8.4.1.1.4,  "Comparison of a numeric integer operand with an operand of class alphanumeric or national" (page 122).  Shouldn't consistent restrictions and the comparison rules as described under 8.8.4.1.1.4 apply here also?
c. GR 3 should address the case of a national literal or data item and a boolean literal or data item.

d. GR 3, first sentence, says comparison is made "according to the standard rules".  Is it intentional that a cultural compare using a locale is excluded? 
e. There should be a reference to the specific comparison rules to be used; e.g., "... according to 8.8.4.1.1.4, ..."  or, "according to" whatever comparison rule is meant."
COMPATIBILITY:
This feature is compatible with ANSI X3.23-1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a-1989 and ANSI X3.23b-1993.

DISCUSSION:

Meeting #

PROPOSED CHANGES TO BASE DOCUMENT:

1. Page 260, 13.16.1.2, ALLOW clause, a new syntax rule as follows:

"3)
The category of literal-1 and literal-2 shall be the same, and that category must be allowed in a comparison with the subject of the entry according to the rules for relation conditions."
2. Page 260, 13.16.1.3, ALLOW clause, general rule 3, replace text with the following:

"The ALLOW clause causes a comparison for equality according to the rules for a simple relation condition as specified in 8.8.4.1.1, Relation conditions.  If the comparison yields equality, the data item's associated internal indicator is reset to zero, thus canceling any invalid status that may have been assigned to the item during the execution of the current VALIDATE statement."

INDEX:
No changes.

RESOLVED ISSUES:
None.

OPEN ISSUES:
None.

